The Influence of Religion on Freemasonry

A research paper by Robert P. Kaltenbach, P.M., P.H.P., I.P.M., 32°

The title of this paper begs the question: which religion?  When I was raised a Mason by my father back in my home lodge, Temple Lodge No. 678, Pittsburgh, PA, I will never forget the Master Mason Degree.  As my father began the lecture, I was impressed with the opening statement: While Freemasonry may trace its origins back to time immemorial, for our present purpose we need go no further than the building of King Solomon’s Temple.  After seeing the Hiramic Legend portrayed in the degree and hearing the lecture, I had two thoughts in my mind that begged further research.  The first was my amazement that the Masons seemed to be the only ones with the knowledge of the Legend of Hiram Abif!  The second was the thought that Masonry could be traced back to time immemorial.  As these thoughts nagged at me since that fateful day in May of 1960, another thought also nagged at me: Masonry is NOT a religion, but it certainly has been influenced by religion.  With this as a backdrop, let us try to answer our question.
To become a Mason, a man must express a belief in a Supreme Being.  Also, he must express a belief in a life after this present one.  That is the only real beliefs required.  In the first section of the Entered Apprentice Degree, the first three verses of the Genesis creation story are told 
GEN 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters.  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

This is where the Masonic ritual ends, but if we continue on, the next two verses complete the first day.

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And the evening and the morning were the first day.

This pattern, darkness preceding light, defines a day.  But on the fourth day we have something new introduced.

GEN 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for 
lights in the firmament of the heaven to give 
light upon the earth: and it was so.  And God made 
two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he 
made 
the stars also.  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth.  
And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God 
saw that it was good.  And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

The above brings up some interesting questions:

In the beginning, what was begun?


Time!
REV 10:5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to 


heaven, And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the 


things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the 

things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:


What signs?






12 signs of the Zodiac

PSA 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.  
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  There is no 
speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  Their line is gone out through all

 the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  In them hath he set a tabernacle for 
the sun,

If the sun and moon where created on the fourth day, thereby creating the twenty four hour day, how long were the first three days?

1000 years?

2PE 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a


thousand years, and a
 thousand years as one day
.
The following verses give us something else to think about in this regard.

GEN 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the

 day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

They didn’t die that day, but this is man’s point of view.
GEN 5:5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.

The oldest man in the Bible was Methuselah.
GEN 5:27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
That’s just short of 1000 years, so from God’s point of view, every one has died in a day!
Skipping down to verse twenty six, we find the creation of man with a slightly different perspective.
GEN 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion

 over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 

and over every
 creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

I have marked several words above to show the different perspectives between Genesis 1:26 and the previous verses.  In the previous verses, the word God appears to be singular, but it is plural in verse 1:26.  I would suggest that God could be like the family name as opposed to the given name.  Also, like the word deer, it could be either singular or plural depending on the context.  The perspective in Genesis 1:26, causes one to ask the question:  Who said that and to whom was he speaking?  The answer will come in due time.
At the start of the second section of the Entered Apprentice Degree, the candidate is placed in the northeast corner of the lodge that he might be near the Worshipful Master to receive from him the necessary instructions whereupon to erect his future moral and Masonic edifice.  This symbolically tells us of our religious relationship, that we should be near to our Master to receive from Him the necessary instructions to govern our actions.  Thus the essence of religion and Masonry is this close personal relationship between the Creator and the created.  With this close personal relationship in place, one must question the purpose of various religious rituals.
In the Fellowcraft Degree, we are taught to study the seven liberal arts and sciences, especially geometry.  This also tells us we should have knowledge of spherical or solid geometry to enable us to study geometry’s three dimensional counterpart, Astronomy.  Why should we be studying these things?

We begin to get an answer to this as well as our other questions from the Master Mason Degree.  When speaking of the acacia it says: It is the inspiration of that great Divinity whom we adore, and bears the nearest resemblance or affinity to that Supreme Intelligence which pervades all nature, and which will never, never, never die.  Also in the Master Mason Degree, we are informed that the Master’s WORD is declared lost and we are given a substitute until future ages discover the right.  Thus the Master Mason searches for the WORD.  Again, I have marked word for like reasons as before.
He we have the essence of it all, we need to grow in wisdom and knowledge to better understand our Master’s revelation of His Supreme Intelligence.  If we don’t, we are limiting ourselves to simple rituals. 
Now it is time to raise some more questions and when finished, begin to answer all our others.  God has given us three “Bibles” for our use in understanding His revelation of His Supreme Intelligence to our rather limited intelligence.  He created us, and knows our limitations.  He also knows that if we don’t understand and don’t research a subject, we will make up something!  The three “Bibles” are:
The twelve signs of the Zodiac
The Great Pyramid of Giza
The written word
We all say that there is but one Creator God, so why does he have so many names and worship rituals?  God is NOT the author of confusion!  Many New Testament Christians think that the Old Testament God is God the Father and that God is now Jesus.  Earlier, I asked regarding Genesis 1:26, Who said that and to whom was he speaking?  If we do the research, we will find the answer in John’s Gospel.
JOHN 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The 
same was in  the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not 
anything made that was made.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light 
that all men 
through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  
That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not.  But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth.  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.

Clearly, our Creator God is the WORD!  He is the one that said, “Let there be Light”.  He said to God the Father, “Let us create man in our image, after our likeness”.  By any other name or ritual, this clearly is Jesus, the Lord God of Israel, the Son of God.  It is interesting to note that all Master Masons are not only searching for the WORD but seek further Light.
John the Baptist also said:  “He was before me”.

JOHN 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world.

I have used our third “Bible” extensively here, and I will use it again to show our second “Bible”, which will show us the key to our first “Bible”, the twelve signs of the Zodiac.
ISAIAH 19:19-20 In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a 
pillar at the border thereof to the LORD.  And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the 
LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt:
If we divide Egypt into upper and lower Egypt as was the custom, and project this line to the Nile River (the border), we find The Great Pyramid of Giza and in front of it, the Sphinx!  Aside from its geometrical and geographical relationship to Isaiah’s prophecy, the gematria of these two verses yields the design height of the pyramid in inches.  This second “Bible” is called The Bible in Stone as it contains the timeline history (prophecy or history in advance) of the Hebrew people including the birth and death of Jesus.  Our collective intelligence took until the late 1800s to develop enough to decode the message of the pyramid and its story of Jesus.  The Sphinx is the head of a woman on the body of a lion, and provides us with the “key” to the story of the first “Bible”. This key tells us to start with Virgo, the virgin, and go around to Leo, the lion.  If we do this, we find that God’s first “Bible” tells the story of man’s redemption by the virgin birth of the lion of the tribe of Judah, Jesus!

The three “Bibles” corroborate each other!
Skeptics and scoffers say that the written word has been translated improperly, re-worded to make it match history and thereby inaccurate because man has changed it.  They also say that the Great Pyramid is just a tomb and we could destroy it.  But God asks what man or group of men has changed or even could change my revelation in the heavens?
End
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